Primitive neuroepithelial tumors with vermiform processes (filiform neuroepithelial tumors). Immunocytochemical and ultrastructural study of 2 cases.
Two unique, poorly-differentiated neuroepithelial tumors are described, one in a 35-year-old woman with an anterior mediastinal tumor and one in a 71-year-old woman with a left femoral mass. Immunocytochemical stains demonstrated Neuron specific enolase in both tumors and Chromogranin in one. Electron microscopy showed the cells of both neoplasms to contain abundant, thick, vermiform, organelle-free processes, previously described solely in large cell lymphomas. Rare dense-core granules were present, and very few processes were suggestive of neurites. These observations enlarge the spectrum of poorly differentiated neuroepithelial tumors.